84                         Morocco Awakes
At last it seemed as if the Moroccan question would
soon be settled, and the Spaniards able to occupy their
zone, a policy \vhich now had the approval of Primo de
Rivera But the authorities in Tetuan were fated to
pass a disturbed winter, for the Jibahs, with astonishing
daring and industry^ succeeded in placing a gun on the
mountain peak dominating Tetuan, and from that
lonely eyrie made excellent practice upon the town
This feat is still talked of with admiration in the Jibala
There can be no doubt that by this time Abd~el-Krim
was beginning to feel a little nervous as to the outcome
of the straggle The Riffi leader's position had for
vears been so strong as to persuade him there was no
necessity to compromise During 1923 tentative efforts
OE the part of the Spaniards failed to bring peace any
nearer; in July 1925^ \vhen the Spaniards and French
had begun to collaborate before the Alhucemas landing,
generous peace terms, which were made public, met
with no response from the Riffi leader, though they
suggested the establishment of an autonomous state in
the Riff and the Jibala This was Krim's fatal mistake
It is true that up to a certain point his diplomacy had
been clever enough, especially when we remember
there \vas no one he could turn to for advice, but France
and Spain could not be played off against each other
indefinitely For a long tune collaboration had been
delayed owing to the French belief that joint operations
with the Spaniards would injure their prestige; then
the situation altered, and the interests of the two
countries became identical, the menace of Abd-el-
Krim's presence in the Riff having united them as
nothing else could have done
Abd-el-Kxim also was encouraged by the sympathy